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Board of Education decision, the South led the nation in school desegregation from the 
late 1960s through the beginning of the twenty-first century. However, following a series 
of court cases in the past two decades—including a 2007 U.S. Supreme Court decision 
that raised potentially strong barriers for districts wishing to pursue integration—public 
schools in the South and across the nation are now resegregating faster than ever.

In this comprehensive volume, a roster of leading scholars in educational policy and 
related fields offer eighteen essays seeking to illuminate new ways for American public  
education to counter persistent racial and socioeconomic inequality in our society. Drawing 
on extensive research, the contributors engage the heated debates over school reform and 
advance new arguments about the dangers of resegregation while offering practical, 
research-grounded solutions to one of the most pressing issues in American education.
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“Erica Frankenberg and  
Elizabeth DeBray have assembled an 
impressive collection featuring the 
work of important scholars whose 

perspectives capture the diversity of 
approaches and perceptions on 

school integration. This timely and 
insightful work is a must-read for 
educators, legal scholars, political 

analysts, activists, and researchers.” 
—Jeffrey S. Brooks,  

University of Missouri–Columbia


