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A new book from The Civil Rights Project/Proyecto Derechos Civiles 
(CRP/PDC) at UCLA's Graduate School of Education and Information 
Studies looks at the social and educational landscape for Latinos in 
the US, highlights programs that show promise, and offers policy 
recommendations. The Latino Education Crisis: The Consequences 
of Failed Social Policies is authored by CRP Co-Director, Professor 
Patricia Gándara and Frances Contreras, professor at University of 
Washington. 
 
Latinos are the largest and fastest growing minority group in the 
nation. By the year 2050, there will be more Latino than white 
students if existing trends continue. Yet Latinos drop out of high 
school at alarming rates and have made virtually no progress in 
level of college completion over more than two decades. The group 
with the lowest academic achievement will soon become the 
majority of the population in significant parts of the country. Some 
economists have predicted a serious downturn by 2020 in the 
economies of those states with high Latino populations if 
something is not done immediately to reverse these trends. The 
causes of this educational stagnation have been attributed 
previously to various factors: immigration, language differences, 
and a culture that places a low value on education.  
 
The first book to take a comprehensive look at the social and 
educational landscape for Latinos in the US, The Latino Education 
Crisis analyzes existing data and finds support for none of these 
explanations. Instead, it argues that as the country has undergone a 
dramatic reduction in opportunities for low income and working 
class people, social policies that have failed to support Latino 



families appear to be the greatest cause. It highlights programs that 
show promise and offers policy recommendations that can set the 
nation on a more hopeful path. 
 
"Gándara and Contreras delineate the Latino education crisis with 
empirical rigor, conceptual clarity, and humane concern."  
--Carola and Marcelo Suárez-Orozco, Co-directors of the Center on 
Immigration Studies, New York University 

 
The Latino Education Crisis can be ordered through Harvard Press 
(http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog/GANLAT.html) and is also 
available at Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com at discounted 
prices. 
 
ABOUT THE CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT AT UCLA 

Founded in 1996 by former Harvard professors Gary Orfield and 
Christopher Edley Jr., the Civil Rights Project/Proyecto Derechos 
Civiles is now co-directed by Orfield and Patricia Gándara, 
professors at UCLA. Its mission is to create a new generation of 
research in social science and law, on the critical issues of civil 
rights and equal opportunity for racial and ethnic groups in the 
United States. It has commissioned more than 400 studies, 
published 14 books and issued numerous reports from authors at 
universities and research centers across the country. The Supreme 
Court, in its 2003 Grutter v. Bollinger decision upholding affirmative 
action, cited the Civil Rights Project's research. 

 


